
Name: _____________________________________ 

 
Masters of the American Carousel Questions 
 
Answer each question in complete sentences. 
 
1. What were the names of the three distinctly American styles of carousels created 

between 1870 and 1930? 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How did Charles Loof's "Coney Island" carousel animals differ from earlier carousel 
animals? 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Describe the key parts of Charles Loof's "total carousel experience." 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What two aspects of Gustav Dentzel's "Philadelphia" carousels set him apart from other 

carousel craftsmen? 

 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 



5. Why were the animals on Allan Herschell's "Country Fair" carousels simpler than those on 

other styles of carousels? 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What major event in U.S. history led to the end of the era of hand-crafted carousels? 

What changes in technology helped to end this era? 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 



Name: _____ANSWER KEY_______ 
 
Masters of the American Carousel Questions 
 
Answer each question in complete sentences. 
 
 

1. What were the names of the three distinctly American styles of carousels created 

between 1870 and 1930? 

 
_The three styles of carousel styles between 1870 and 1930 were the Coney Island style, 

the Philadelphia style, and the Country Fair style.__________________________________ 

2. How did Charles Loof's "Coney Island" carousel animals differ from earlier carousel 
animals? 
 
_Loof’s carousel animals were elegant, well proportioned, and natural looking. ___________ 

3. Describe the key parts of Charles Loof's "total carousel experience." 
 
_Loof’s “total carousel experience” included decorative panels, glass crystals, mirrors, 

electric lights, colored glass windows, and band organ music.________________________ 

4. What two aspects of Gustav Dentzel's "Philadelphia" carousels set him apart from other 

carousel craftsmen? 

 
1. _The figures were very realistic, including fur details and real antlers for some animals_ 

2. _Dentzel used many types of animals on his carousels, not just horses.______________ 



5. Why were the animals on Allan Herschell's "Country Fair" carousels simpler than those on 

other styles of carousels? 

 
_Herschell’s carousels had to be lighter and more portable to allow for easy transportation. 

As time went on, the figures were also partially made of metal, which means they had to be 

simpler.___________________________________________________________________ 

6. What major event in U.S. history led to the end of the era of hand-crafted carousels? 

What changes in technology helped to end this era? 

 
_The Great Depression led to the end of the era of hand crafted carousels. The factories 

that mass-produced fully made metal animals also helped end this era._________________ 

 


